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Quarterly Report on Surgery. 5i5 tlie injection performed. In such bad repute is it among the Creole population and practitioners, that they content themselves with repeated palliative punctures by means of a lancet, the frequent repetition of which almost always leads to the degeneration of the tissues of the scrotum described^ by Larrey.
The author has very frequently met with this form of elephantiasis of the scrotum in the Antilles, where it is known as the Barbadoes disease.
The operation which he has devised in lieu of injection, has now been performed by himself in 50 cases, producing 48 radical cures, and only 2 failures; and subsequently to the presentation of the memoir, M. Camilleri .and others have operated 187 times, with but 7 relapses. It is attended with no accidents and but little pain, is adapted for all the complications and varieties of hydrocele, is of easy execution, and requires little confinement or after-treatment. The patient is placed on a high bed, with his buttocks well raised by means of a cushion, and the situation of the testis having been recognised, the operator, taking the lower part of the hydrocele in his hand, while an assistant presses it downwards, punctures the most dependent part of the tumour with a strong and narrow lancet, which he passes slowly in. As soon as fluid escapes, he slides a long narrow trocar along the blade of the lancet, keeping the point of the instrument within the canula until the upper boundary of the tumour is reached. Having reached this point, the canula is pressed against the tissues, so as to project them somewhat externally, in order to be certain that neither the cord nor a pulsating vessel can be felt in front of it. A piece of cork is next placed against the projected tissues, and against this the trocar is forcibly driven by the application of the palm of the hand to the handle of the instrument.
A counter-opening is thus at once effected, just as the jewellers pierce the ears for ear-rings. The stiletto of the trocar is now withdrawn, and replaced by a grooved silver wire, which traverses the two apertures, and is left in situ on the removal of the canula.
Spirit lotions are applied around the scrotum, and during twenty-four hours a slight discharge of fluid takes place. After this period, inflammation is set up and the secretion is no more reproduced. " Both shoulders were observed , to present the usual physiognomy of dislocation into the axilla, and distinct crepitus could be felt in both sides when the humeri were rotated. On dissection of the right shoulder the head of the humerus was found in the subscapular fossa, lying between the surface of the bone and the subscapular muscle, which had been lacerated and torn up from its attachments to make a bed for it. Its exact position was about 1-J-inches below, and 1 inch nearer the median line than the base of the coracoid process. The greater tuberosity of the humerus was broken off, and retained in its normal relation to As to the high operation, Dr. Noeggerath believes that its utility has been much underrated, and that a revulsion of opinion in its favour is now taking place, both in Europe and in the United States. He thinks the fear of urinary infiltration, which has so much prevented its adoption, is imaginary; and neither the absence of distension of the bladder, or the presence of fat in the supra-pubic region, both of which circumstances were noted in this case, are contraindications. It is especially applicable to women and cliildrcn, in whom, too, it is easy of execution, without injury to the peritoneum, and obviating in the former the common occurrence of vesical fistula, or incontinence of urine. The author believes that no catheter or bandage should be applied, the wound being simply covered with a clean sponge or pledget of lint; additional means rather tending to favour infiltration or the production of irritation of the bladder.
